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Introduction
Welcome to the PeerView online help system.

PeerView is a system for artifact rendering and group review. It accomplishes  its purpose through the use of a
scalable, navigable panorama to which documents can be added and removed. Users of PeerView can join
groups in order to share the documents  in their panoramas. The documents can then be discussed by the
group members  using the discussion forum associated  with each document. In addition, PeerView is
customizable and can be configured to suit many different usage scenarios.
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Add documents
The "Add documents" box is used for adding documents to the  panorama. You activate this box by selecting
"Add documents"  from the "File" menu or by pressing the button  on the toolbar.

The features of the "Add documents" box are described below:

Look in

A listing of the drives that are visible from the location where your  PeerView client was invoked. The active
directory will be indicated by  an expanded path from the root, i.e. the drive name, down to the directory  itself.

The contents of the active directory, i.e. the files and subdirectories  it contains, are displayed in the list box
below the "Look in"  label.

File name

The name of the file selected in the list box above the "File name"  label. If multiple files are selected, this
field will contain the name  of the last file selected. 

Files of type

A file filter indicating which type of file will be displayed in the  list box above the "File name" label. Select
this to exclude  all other files than those relevant to your browsing.

Selected documents

A list of the documents selected from the leftmost list box. You transfer  files to and from the right list box by
first selecting one or more files  in either box and then pressing one of the arrows between the list boxes  to
indicate the direction of transfer.

Buttons

Here's a brief legend to the buttons found in the "Add files"  box:
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Up one level. Makes the parent directory of the current directory active.

Home. Makes your home directory the active directory.

Create new folder. Creates a new folder in the active directory. 

Click OK to add the files in the "Selected documents" list  box to the panorama.

Click Cancel to close the "Add files" dialog without adding  any documents to the panorama. Your selections,
if any, will be discarded.
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Remove documents
The "Remove documents" box is used for removing documents  from the panorama. It can be activated by
choosing "Remove documents"  from the "File" menu or by pressing the button  on the toolbar.

The features of the "Remove documents" box are described below:

Currently displayed

This list box shows which of your files are currently displayed in the  panorama. Note that this does not
include other group members' documents  as these cannot be removed by you, only by the authors themselves.
You  move items from the "Currently displayed" box to the "To  be removed" box by selecting one or more
file names and pressing  the button.

To be removed

This list box shows which of your files currently displayed in the panorama  are to be removed. You move
files from this box to the "Currently  displayed" box selecting one or more and pressing the button.

Buttons

Close the remove box and remove all documents listed in the "To  be removed" box from the panorama.

Close the remove box without removing any documents from the panorama.  Your selection, if any, will be
discarded.
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Panorama
The panorama occupies the center portion of the PeerView client main  window. It is where documents are
placed for inspection, navigation and  manipulation. The panorama is therefore usually the area where most
interaction  between you and the application takes place. For that same reason, the  panorama can be controlled
in a variety of ways as described below:

Resizing the panorama

You can adjust the size of the panorama relative to the other elements  of the main window by dragging the
divider bar.

Scaling the panorama

You can adjust the magnification of the panorama by scaling it up or  down:

1) Position the mouse cursor on the panorama background, i.e. outside  any document.

2) Press and hold the right mouse button. 

3) Move the cursor left to increase magnification or right to decrease  it.

4) Release the mouse button when you have reached the desired magnification.

Moving the panorama

You can move the panorama, or rather, its contents, using the mouse:

1) Position the mouse cursor on the panorama background, i.e. outside  any document.

2) Press and hold the left mouse button.

3) Move the cursor to the panorama's new location.

4) Release the left mouse button.

Zooming to overview

You can get an overview of the contents of the panorama by zooming to  overview. This will scale the
panorama to a magnification that allows  all of the contents to fit in the visible portion of the panorama:

1) Position the mouse cursor on the panorama background, i.e. outside  any document

2) Double click the left mouse button

Activating a document

To activate a document, do the following:
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1) Position the mouse cursor on the document in question.

2) Double click the left mouse button

This will cause the PeerView application to center the document in the  panorama while zooming to a
magnification that allows the document to  fill as much of the visible portion of the panorama as possible.

At the same time, the client will request the topic tree for that document  if one is available, i.e. if there is a
connection to an active PeerView  server. When received by the client, the topic tree will be displayed  in the
discussion forum area at the bottom of the main window.

Document operations

You can carry out various operations that affect one or all of the documents  in the panorama. This is achieved
using the panorama pop−up menu:

To activate this menu and select an item from it:

1) Position the mouse cursor on any document.

2) Click the right mouse button.

3) Move the mouse cursor to the item you wish to select.

4) Click the left mouse button

Here is a brief explanation of each operation that can be selected from  the menu:

Resize

After selecting this item, the lower right corner of the document's  frame will "attach" itself to the mouse
cursor and follow its  movements around the panorama. To release the frame, press the left mouse  button. The
document will retain its new size until you resize it again  or remove it from the panorama.

Move

After selecting this item, the document will "attach" itself  to the mouse cursor by its upper left corner and
follow its movements  around the panorama. To release the document, press the left mouse button.  The
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document will remain at its new size until you move it again or, if  its lock is disabled, until you arrange the
documents.

Lock

If a document's lock is enabled, the document will remain at its position  even if you select "Arrange all"  from
the pop−up menu. If the lock is disabled, the document will be repositioned  at an appropriate location in the
arrangement when you select "Arrange all".

Copy text

Copy any selected text to the clipboard. This item is disabled if the  document does not contain text.

Unlock all

Disable all document locks.

Arrange all

Arrange any non−locked documents using the active layout manager. The  panorama will be zoomed to
overview after selecting  this item.

Auto−lock all

If this item is checked, any documents moved will have their lock enabled by default. Note that this does not
affect documents moved prior  to checking this item.
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Discussion forum
The discussion forum is the split pane display at the bottom of the  PeerView main window. It is where
discussion on documents take place and  you can browse, add, delete and view messages using the controls in
the  forum.

The below describes the features of the discussion forum.

Topic tree

The structure to the left of the discussion forum which resembles the  file system browsers available on many
systems is called a "topic  tree". It lists the "threads" of discussion, i.e. the topics  that are being and have been
discussed throughout the document's history  as well as "messages", i.e. the individual contributions to  the
topics discussed.

The three small buttons in the top right corner of the discussion forum  are used as follows:

Compose new message. To use this command, first select an item from  the topic tree. If you select a topic,
i.e. an item marked by the graphic, your message will be the first in a new subtopic  to the selected
topic. That subtopic will have the same title as your  message so you should choose something that
appropriately designates the  entire thread of discussion you are about to initiate. 

If the item you select is a message (an item marked by ), your new message will be inserted immediately
below the  selected message.

Delete a message. You must select a message before clicking this button.  If the message is authored by you
and has not yet been responded to, you  will be asked to confirm its deletion. If either of those conditions is
not met, the message will not be deleted and you will therefore not be  asked for confirmation. The reason for
imposing this policy is to ensure  that the topic tree reflects the actual flow of discussion and not an  arbitrary
sequence of additions and deletions.

View the properties of a selected message. First select an item, then  click this button to view details about it
such as author's name, contents,  date of creation and so forth.
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Message display

The message display is the rightmost portion of the discussion forum  where messages are displayed. Each
time you select a message from the  topic tree, the client request the contents of that message from the server
and displays them in the message display. 

Adjusting the size of the discussion forum

To adjust the size of the discussion forum itself, use the divider bar which separates it from the panorama. 

To adjust the size of the topic tree and message display area, use the  divider bar that separates the two.
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Group directory
The group directory box is used for joining, creating, deleting and  editing groups. You activate the group
directory by selecting "Groups"  from the setup menu or by pressing the  button on the toolbar.

The features of the group directory box are described below:

Group listing

The top portion of the group directory box is occupied by a listing  of the groups available to you. This listing
is requested from the server  each time the group directory box is opened and is therefore always up−to−date.
If for some reason the server is unavailable when the box is opened, the  listing will be empty. 

Each row in the listing gives the following information on a single  group:

Group name

The name of the group.

Group description

A description of the group, entered when the group was created.

# of documents

The total number of documents contributed to the group by its members. 

Total data volume

The combined size of all documents in the group. This will give you  an indication of how much network
traffic you can expect when joining  a given group.
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Active participants

The number of group members currently taking part in the group.

Creation date

The date and time when the group was created.

Created by

The name of the person who created the group.

Resizing columns

You can adjust the width of the columns in the group listing. Place  the mouse cursor over the indentation that
separates two columns ( ). This should cause the cursor to change appearance and  you can now drag the
indentation to either side to resize the columns  it separates.

Buttons

The following as a brief legend to the buttons available in the group  directory box. Note that all of these
button, except "Close"  are disabled if there is no connection to the server since that makes  it impossible to
execute operations on the group listing.

Join the group selected in the group listing. A message box will appear  if none is selected. Note that the
group join operation may take a while  to complete as a fair amount of network traffic may be generated when
the other group members are requested to send their documents to you and  vice versa.

Create a new group. You will be asked to give the name and description  of the group after pressing this
button. The new group will appear in  the group listing.

If a group has been selected from the group listing, you will be asked  to edit its name and description and
confirm/discard your changes. If  no group is selected, a message box to that effect will appear.

If a group has been selected from the group listing, you will be asked  to confirm or cancel its deletion. If no
group has been selected, a message  box to that effect will appear.

Close the group directory box.
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Preferences
The preferences box is used for controlling the behaviour of the PeerView  application. You activate the
preferences box by selecting "Preferences"  from the "Setup" menu or by pressing the  button  on the

toolbar.

Display setup

The display setup pane is used for configuring the behaviour of the  PeerView panorama. The following can
be controlled  using the items on this pane:

Display quality

The quality in which documents are rendered. The higher the quality,  the better the resolution and appearance
of the documents in the panorama  but also, the lower the speed at which the panorama can be navigated and
scaled.

Layout scheme

The algorithm, i.e. method, used to layout the documents in the panorama.  Press the "Customize" button to
adjust the settings of the layout  scheme selected from the drop−down box.

Update interval

The interval at which PeerView will check the files you have added to  the panorama for changes. Any
changes will be broadcast across the network  to the other group members. The lower this setting, the more
 up−to−date  documents you can expect other group members to have. However, low settings  can also cause
a noticeable load on your machine and network.

Animation speed

The speed at which zoom operations on the panorama are performed. 

Personal setup
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The "Personal" pane is used for setting properties that identify  you to other users. The following items are
available:

Name

Your name. This needn't be your real name, any pseudonym will do, but  do not change it too often since any
messages composed by you will be  identifiable to others by your name only.

Signature

A signature text that will be automatically appended to all messages  you compose.

Server setup

The "Server" pane is used for setting the parameters used  when connecting to the server at startup. The
following items are available:
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Server name

The name of the server you wish to connect to at startup. Enter "localhost"  as in the image above to connect
to a server running locally, i.e. on  the machine you are running the PeerView client from. If you are
connecting  to a remove server, enter its DNS address, not its IP, as in:

www.myserver.myinstitution.edu

Server port

The server port that the PeerView client should connect to on startup. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: You must ensure that this port is open on the server  machine, i.e. exempt from any
firewall protection or PeerView's connection  attempt will fail. 

Also, port number 4561 must always  be open on the server machine, regardless of the port number you
enter in this field. PeerView thus requires (at least) two ports to be  open and accessible at the server end.

Connection type

The type of connection protocol to use. For connections over the internet,  you should use a HTTP protocol.
For LAN and localhost uses, you should  probably select socket, although HTTP may also apply on some
networks.

Connect to server

This feature is not available in the beta release (#0.900) of PeerView.

Buttons

Press "OK" to close the preferences box and save your changes.

Press "Cancel" to close preferences box without saving your  changes.
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Using a divider bar
A horizontal divider bar looks like this:

  (  appearance may be slightly different on  your platform)

and is used for adjusting the size of the areas adjacent to it. To use  a divider bar, place the mouse cursor over
it, press the left mouse button  and drag the bar up or down while holding the button. Alternatively, you  can
press either of the two arrow symbols at the left end of the divider  bar. Pressing the upwards pointing arrow
will minimize the area above  the divider while pressing the downwards pointing arrow will maximize  it.

The above instructions also apply to vertical divider bars although  the bar should of course be dragged
horizontally rather than vertically.
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